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Next Event
Sunday, July 28

Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Wisconsin
Presents

ICAMS

The 26th Annual
Italian Car and Motorcycle Show

Sussex Village Park
Sussex, Wisconsin

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Rain or Shine

All Italian Vehicles Welcome

See registration form (pg. 3) for details

In This Issue

New Glarus History
Upcoming Events
Events Calendar
Classifieds
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New Alfa Romeo Sales Manager at Mystery Car Identified

International Autos Group
By Bob Ludwigson
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This mystery mini-SUV was driven to last month’s
Garland Mclntosh at Work Hill Climb in New Glarus. The blue hatchback won
my “never saw one before” award for the weekend.

On June 19, I went to International Autos, our local o ) ) i )
Milwaukee Alfa Romeo dealer, to promote ICAMS, Bill Siegfried properly identified it for us:
our upcoming car show. I discovered that Heather Bob,

. This car is one of a group of Nissan special editions sold only in
Stupar, our previous contact, was no longer there. In Japan. Collectively, they are known as "Pike cars," since they

her place I met with a new face, Garland McIntosh. were all built on the small assembly line at their Pike facto-

He explained that Heather had decided to become a ry. They were based on the 987 cc mechanicals of the Nissan
stay-at-home Mom. Micra (sold in some markets as the March -- no relation to the
race car manufacterer).

I provided him with info on our show, emphasizing 7. pike cars were:

that all proceeds were going to the Alzheimer’s Asso- Be-1 10,000 produced 1987 - 1988

ciation. He was aware that Heather had brought a new S-Cargo 8,000 snail-looking vans produced 1989 - 1991
Maserati to last year’s show. He said that he will find £ao 31,352 produced 1989 - 1991

a willing individual to bring an Alfa to this year’s Figaro 20,073 2+2 coupes produced in 1991

ICAMS. & This, of course, is a Pao (not branded Nissan) o
Local, Regional, and International Events Calendar, 2024 - 2025
Something missing? Send dates for events we’ve missed and we’ll include them in the next calendar. email: rabhalter@att.net
2024
June 21-23 WeatherTech Chicago Region SCCA June Sprints, Road America
June 22 CAROC/Lotus Corps Blackhawk Farms Driver Education and Lapping Day
June 26 Hagerty Drivers Club Track Day at Road America, Hagerty.com
June 28-30 Trans Am SpeedTour, Road America
July 11-14 WeatherTech International Challenge with Brian Redman, Road America
July 28 AROC-WI Italian Car and Motorcycle Show (ICAMS) Sussex Cty Park
August 2-4 IMSA SportsCar Weekend, Road America
August 3 Macchinissima Il, Los Angeles CA
August 16-18 Fanatec GT World Challenge, Road America
August 18 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance
August 25 Geneva Concours d’Elegance, Geneva IL
Sept 13-15 Ariens Art on Wheels Vintage Weekend Featuring VSCDA
2025
Feb 27-March 2 Moda Miami
March 6-9 The Amelia, Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance
June 14-15 Le Mans 24-Hour Race
June 25 Tom Heinrich’s Howl at the Moon Summer Solstice Happening
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mailto:rabhalter@att.net?subject=New%20Events%20for%20Calendar
https://www.caroc.com/ClubInfo/Track/BFR2.php
https://hagerty.motorsportreg.com/events/hagerty-drivers-club-track-day-road-america-driving-school-380727
https://www.macchinissima.com/?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=664ab1c11cb05a42c4739e76&ss_email_id=664b501acdd7c907c5780382&ss_campaign_name=Macchinissima+II+-+Save+the+Date&ss_campaign_sent_date=2024-05-20T13%3A29%3A20Z
http://genevaconcours.net/contactsResponsive.htm
https://www.modamiami.com/
https://www.ameliaconcours.com/
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It’s Klausenrennen!

Oops! Last month’s report on our New Glarus hill
climb consistently misspelled the formal title of the
event. It’s “Das Kurze Klausenrennen, with a double
“n” in “rennen,” meaning “run” or by extension,
“race,” in German. The sharp-eyed Bill Siegfriedt no-

ticed and let me know.

In my defense, I’ll say is that neither the correct nor
the incorrect spelling is in my spell checker. Howev-
er, we weren’t the only offender. While preparing this
apology, I noticed that this year’s emailed event an-
nouncement spelled the event as Klausnrenen (sic).
Oh, well.

The Original Klausenrennen

While we’re on the subject, it might be worthwhile to
review the origin of the name.

In the early days of auto racing, hill climbs run on
public roads were a big deal, and the original
Klausenrennen, “The Grand Mountain Prize of Swit-
zerland,” was one of the biggest. The race was held
on a portion of the road cut through Switzerland’s
Klausen pass. The 15.75 ft wide gravel road, complet-
ed in 1899, stretched 29 miles through the Alps, con-
necting Altdorf to Linthal in the canton of Glarus.
While it was built to enable trade, it was designed to
facilitate military movement, with generous curves
and a maximum gradient of less than 9%, according
to the Klausenrennen.com website.

No automobiles were permitted on the road until 1922
when a Swiss-produced car, the Alpin, was allowed to
cross the pass on a test run. In no time at all, other
cars began to use the pass for testing. According to
the website, the first Klausenrennen, organized by the
Automobile club of Switzerland and run in August
1922, was an ad hoc affair. There was no advertising
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1923 Contestants marshalled in the town square

or published race program for the 14 race cars partici-
pating in this “mountain test run.”

A slight mishap

The event was run 10 times between 1922 and 1934.
Europe’s racing elite—names like Caracciola, Stuck,
Nuvolari, and Chiron—ran the 13.36 mile course be-
tween Linthal and the summit, watched by throngs of
enthusiastic spectators. The course contained 136
curves, including 57 hairpins, all run at an altitude of
4,000 feet. The Klausen race has been revived period-
ically, with commemorative runs in ‘93, ‘98, 2002,
‘06, and ‘13.

. - = ‘;i’l(ro/a//' Frfaro
Nuvolari in an 8C 2300 Alfa, 1932

This historic Swiss hill climb was the late AROC-

' Wisconsin member Tom Caufield’s inspiration for a

Kurze (short) hill climb in New Glarus, the heart of

T Wisconsin’s little Switzerland, some 36 years ago.

Since he also was a member of Chicago’s Vintage
Sportscar Club, whose members owned a number of

| pre-war cars, the event was a natural hit. While the

ages of the cars have changed over the years, (GTVs
were new cars then) the spirit of camaraderie remains.
%

Photos from the Klausenrennen website
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More Hill Climb Photos

Tom Schmock was busy with his camera in New Gla-
rus last month capturing a number of runs along the
course, as well as pre-event activities in the lot. Fol-
low the link below to view his fine work:
https://photos.app.goo.gl/y7TmXzRYUMNs6z2EA

Tom Heinrich Finds the Biscione in Milano

Last month, Tom sent along some shots of the Sforza
Castle he took on a recent visit to Milan. It’s hard to
miss the association of Alfa Romeo and the city of
Milan. e
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Classifieds

Alfanatic will post brief non-commercial classifieds for mem-
bers and friends at no charge. Email the editors to make a sub-
mission.

Wanted

Your classified ads! Posted free! Let us know.
For Sale

Clean 1982 Alfa Spider needs a new home, have
owned since the fall of 1987, a little over 67,000
miles, always garaged, original red paint, leather
seats, dash and top in good shape, $7,500. If inter-
ested contact jthiel53075@gmail.com

Minnesotan Tim Parker is selling an engine and
block. The engine is “a pretty clean 2-liter Alfetta
engine/bell housing with some ancillaries.” The
block is a “clean, washed 2-liter Alfetta GTV
block.” Both are ready for pickup at the Anoka, MN,
airport and can be easily lifted into a pickup. Tim will
provide photos and serial numbers and can be
reached at 651-235-2776. When you call, tell him
Tom Heinrich sent you.

Gary Tree is still trying to clean out his garage. He is
parting a 1980 Spider and has many other parts to
sell, too numerous to list. An Series 2 Windshield,
fiberglass bumpers, engine, transmission, door latch-
es, etc. Just ask! Contact Gary at 608-209-2352, or
gjtreehouse@gmail.com

import Service « Performance Upgrades
Europcan Specialists

Express Yourself

o Serdecere & //74

=2 REINA INTERNATIONAL AUTO INC.

Sports & Luxury Car Cenler

12730 W. Capitol Dr., Brookfield, WI 53005

262-781-3336
www.reinaintlauto.com
COME AND CHECK OUT OUR NEW
DOWNTOWN MILWAUKEE VESPA BOUTIQUE
715 N. Milwaukee St. » 414-271-3336

_Al Pinkowsky

Capitol Drive + Pewaukee, W1 53072
ph(262) 6954238
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CONTACTS

PRESIDENT/TREASURER

Randy Swanson (13swanson(@gmail.com)
N66 W6684 Cleveland, Cedarburg, W1 53012
262-377-7144, 781-5568 (w)

V.P., EVENT COORDINATOR

Bob Ludwigson (rludwigson@aol.com)
N88W22526 N. Lisbon Rd, Sussex, WI 53089
262-527-2396

EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP
Gary Schommer (alfaman(@wi.rr.com)

W141N6672 Memory Rd, Menomonee Falls, WI
53051-5119

414 418 0879

WEBMASTER
Position Open - Volunteer Needed
WWW.aroc-wisconsin.org

NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Bob and Chrystal Abhalter
(rabhalter@att.net)

5406 2nd Ave, Unit 2B
Kenosha, WI 53140
262-577-5212

TECHNICAL ADVISOR

Al Pinkowsky (al(a)gt-motorsports.net)
520 Capitol Dr.

Pewaukee, WI 53072
262-695-4238, 414-774-8938

SUBMISSIONS

Do you have a story you’d like to share? Have a resto-
ration in progress or finished? Taken a memorable road
trip or have a funny car story? Pictures, lessons learned,
maintenance tips? Whatever. The Alfanatic is always
looking for material to publish. Email your submissions
to the editor at rabhalter(@att.net and share with your
fellow Alfisti.

SCAM WARNING

No one legitimately representing AROC-WI will ever
contact you to request you purchase gift cards or other-
wise loan money on behalf of the club or its officers.
Any such request should be presumed to be fraudulent.

DISTRIBUTION: The Alfanatic is distributed exclu-
sively by email. To update your preferred email ad-
dress reply to rabhalter(@att.net. If you know a non-
member Alfisti who would benefit from receiving the
Alfanatic, send their email to me and I’ll add it to the
distribution list.

DISCLAIMER: Views expressed in the Alfanatic are
solely those of the authors and are in no way endorsed
by this organization or publication.

CLUB MEMBERSHIP is $68 per year and includes
both national and local memberships. Renewals or
new memberships may be sent directly to the National
Office or visit aroc-usa.clubexpress.com/.
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